WikipediA 


Stoneylanguage 


Stoney— also called Nakota, Nakoda, Isga, and formerly Alberta 
Assiniboine— is a member of the Dakota subgroup of the 
Mississippi Valley grouping of the Siouan languages.® The Dakotan 
languages constitute a dialect continuum consisting of Santee- 
Sisseton (Dakota), Yankton-Yanktonai (Dakota), Teton (Lakota), 
Assiniboine, and Stoney.® 

Stoney is the most linguistically divergent of the Dakotan dialects® 
and has been described as “on the verge of becoming a separate 
language”. The Stoneys are the only Siouan people that live entirely 
in Canada,® and the Stoney language is spoken by five groups in 
Alberta.®® No official language survey has been undertaken for 
every community where Stoney is spoken, but the language may be 
spoken by as many as a few thousand people, primarily at the 
Morley community.® 
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Relationship to Assiniboine 


Stoney’s closest linguistic relative is Assiniboine,® The two have 
often been confused with each other due to their close historical and 
linguistic relationship, but they are not mutually intelligible/ 3 ] 
Stoney either developed from Assiniboine, or both Stoney and 
Assiniboine developed from a common ancestor language/®®] 


Stoney 


Nakoda, Nakota, Isga 

Native to 
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The location of Stoney / Nakoda 


Phonology 


Very little linguistic documentation and descriptive research has been done on Stoney. However, Stoney 
varieties demonstrate broad phonological similarity with some important divergences. 

For example, the following phonemes are reportedly found in Morley Stoney, spoken on the Morley 
Reserve: 





















Morley Stoney consonants! 12 ] 




Bilabial 

Alveolar 

Postalveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Pharyngeal 

Glottal 

Stop 

voiceless 

P 

t 



k 



voiced 

b 

d 



g 



Affricate 

voiceless 



tjT 





voiced 



d3 





Fricative 

voiceless 


s 

; 



h 

h 

voiced 


z 

3 



S' 


Nasal 

m 

n 






Approximant 

w 



j 





Morley Stoney vowels! 12 ] 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i, T 


u, u 

Mid 

e 


0 

Low 


a, a 



For comparison, these phonemes reportedly characterize the Stoney spoken at Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation, 
which maintains the common Siouan three-way contrast^ 3 ] between plain, aspirated, and ejective stops: 


Alexis Stoney consonants! 14 ] 



Bilabial 

Dental 

Palatal 

Velar 

Pharyngeal 

Glottal 

Stops 

P. P h . P' 

t, t h ,t' 


k, k h , k' 


? 

Affricates 



€jr, €jr h , €jr' 




Fricatives 


s, z 

L 3 

x. Y 


h 

Nasals 

m 

n 





Glides 

w 


j 





Notice that Alexis Stoney, for example, has innovated contrastive vowel length, which is not found in other 
Dakotan dialects.! 15 ] Alexis Stoney also has long and nasal mid vowels;! 16 ] 


Alexis Stoney vowels! 17 ] 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i, T, T 


u, u, u 

Mid 

e, e, e 


o, o, 6 

Low 


a, a, a 



Word Set (includes numbers) 

■ One — Wazhi 

■ Two — Num 







■ Three — YamnT 

■ Four—Ktusa 

■ Five — Zapta 

■ Man — WTca 

■ Woman — WTya 

■ Sun — Wa 

■ Moon — Hawi 

■ Water — Mini 

Phonetic differences from other Dakotan languages 


The following table shows some of the main phonetic differences between Stoney, Assiniboine, and the 
three dialects (Lakota, Yankton-Yanktonai and Santee-Sisseton) of SiouxJ 18 ^ 4 ' 


Sioux 

Assiniboine 

Stoney 


Lakota 

Western Dakota 

Eastern Dakota 



gloss 


Yanktonai Yankton 

Sisseton Santee 




Lakhota 

Dakhota 

Dakhota 

Nakhota 

Nakhoda 

self¬ 

designation 

Iowan 

dowag 

dowag 

nowag 

to sing 

16 

do 

do 

no 

assertion 

ciscila 

ciscina 

cistina 

cusina 

cusin 

small 

hoksila 

hoksina 

hoksina hoksida 

hoksina 

hoksin 

boy 

gnayan 

gnayag knayag 

hnayag 

knayag 

hna 

to deceive 

glepa 

gdepa kdepa 

hdepa 

knepa 

hneba 

to vomit 

kigna 

kigna kikna 

kihna 

kikna 

gihna 

to soothe 

si ay a 

sdaya 

sdaya 

snaya 

snaya 

to grease 

wichasa 

wichasa 

wichasta 

wichasta 

wicha 

man 

kibleza 

kibdeza 

kibdeza 

kimneza 

gimneza 

to sober up 

yatkag 

yatkag 

yatkag 

yatkag 

yatkag 

to drink 

he 

he 

he 

ze 

ze 

that 
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